Dear Paul, 7/l/78 

Two things have come to me at the same time, me there interrelate, To you they 
do not, A little irony in what does not relate to you illustrates problems of wider 
applicability with which I have to contend, which I have to try to anticipate and cannot 
always do* 

What has come is the first of the Dallas field office files and a fungus. The latter, 
in and of itself, is by no means serious, ^ut it has come where I have least remaining 
circulation, iin the toes. If it leads to a secondary infection the consequences can be 
quite serious, beginning with amputations. Heitherthe doctor nor 1 forecast this. It is 
merely a possibility and it means I must do what is possible to avoid it. It appears to 
be the hot weather and sweating that has brought this on. I believe a major controbution 
toward it is the kind of shoes the cardiac specialist told me to wear two years ago, 
those that are spongiest when I walk, "a- t summer I wore cut six pairs of deck shoes. 

This summer I became aware that they make my feet hotter than other shoes. 

The FBI is sending me three Dallas files, on the assassination, which I've received 
and begun to examine', on LEO and on Buhv. There is enormous improvement in the processing, 
eith many fewer and relatively few unreasonable excisions. I think the kinds of battles 
*> r im arid I wage contribute much to the radical change over the last case. (This is in 
court although we have not yet been before s judge.) There is also enormously more with- 
holding. It sfe has canged its strategy. When I tell you that in all, including clippings, 
I*ve received about 5,000 pages and they claim this is all of the assassination file, 

I think you can comprehend the magnitude of the withholding and of the struggle that lies 
ahead for dim and for me. 

I think I anticipated them correctly and I filed a protective appeal. Early yes- 
terday morning, after spotting something important to which I’ll come, I filed what will 
be the first af a series of specific appeals. So I'Ve -been building, I think, the kind of 
broad breastworks we'll need for the coming battle. 

If we are to succeed we'll need two things, one of which has never been available: 
help and an absence of any intrusion into what we do, This is why I write, because I 
want for ^im and me to be able to battle this through without having anything else to 
contend with. What we have to contend with may not be visible to others, may not be 
comprehensible when I try to explain it. But it is real, as long expeimece leaves with- 
out any real doubt. 

I ssant to be able to sand you copies of what I think may be of interest to you but 
I want to be able to do this with the assurance that you will not tell anyone whwt I have 
sent you. Whether or not you feed back is not as important to me as other considerations , 
although it can be important. The most important thing to me now is being completely 
independent in fighting this through, not have any side issue to bother with. I donot 
want to have to try to explain to others why. I just want to be able to use what time 
and energy to fight end break things lose. With what I've seen this can be quite important. 
So, if you'll agree to keep it entirely secret, I'll be sending you copies as I go 
through, what I have and get, as I have time to do it. (MI life peaks from affidavit to 
affidavit. Sim has not yet been able to read all the recent ones, my ife has one to type, 
etc.) This kind of time-taker is going to increase much with these other cases, it is not 
going to decrease, and there remains a major struggle in the king case. 

What the FBI is doing is what it has done with king, only they've sought to 
perfect their evasiveness. They are withholding everything they claim was provided in 
the general rsaleases. If they do not lie about this, if every record marked as having 
been made available in that way was, the withholding is considerable and potentially 
enormously significant, as I'll try to explain from the sampling I've done. 




Before I - orget , please keep records on every file number you see for HQ, HO and DL. 
X ve spotted some I’m going to ask be searched. 83-43 ia vihat was sent. 

If you younger cnee will permit me to do these things my way you will all get much 
more in the end if you 11 be patient. 



The major difference I can perceive to now in the Dallas and Memphis files is FOIA. 
Dallas was where there was no FOIA. "emphis was after they had a crusty old bastard 
already knocking hard at the door. On the Emphis files I've received there are rela- 
tively few notations. On eht DL files this is not true. My knowledge is already of 
potentially great SOIL significance. Dallas ahd a duplicate set of records. I’m now 
certain, arranged by subject. I’ll go for them at the right time and it will be a real 
battle. So also will there be a real battle to get the- Dallas copies of what was released 
in the general reAleaaes. 



Of the records themselves, most of what I’ve marked for copying to now relate to 
uses in the contunuing speotro case. I’ve found some things of use. Of substance there 
is little. Thera are witnesses whose names I do not recall having seen. Photos of which 
I had no prior knowledge. Bureaucratic and administrative details that may mean sone- 
tning and do give a little insight. 



• ,, But lre cau §ht them in a blunder, a great blunder, with regard to what I believe 

is the -‘%sieo City eavesdropping. In 1977 they returned this record to DL from HQ. How 
t^ere was no real need to do this because the Tf was from DL to HQ, so DL and HQ both 
had copies. They appear to have tried to hide this by some garbling in the record but 
1 is transparent and I've filed the appeal and demanded immediate processing. 



_ I® ati3 to another problem. My great hope is to be able to get help. To do vzls 

I ffiU3t 1)6 able to find someone who can give the help and I must be able to pay for it. 



ord, I want to be able 



-- ca— - auu. i# 

If I am correct in what I think I've found and if I do get this * aatti6 : , u ue e 

to use it first because I may be able to get paid for it. However, you and^ark at the 
least also should get copies if I fight it through and win, I would therefore ask you 
soth to wait and let me use it if I can, as I think I can. Of course if they do not 
send it to you I will. Same for "ark, to whom I'* not now writing. 



Eromwwhat gets back to me the FBI appears to have special concern for not letting 
me get certain records because those who are familiar with them believe I’ll see in them 
what others do not and will arrange for uses they do not ward. (They got away with much 
xn releasing to “alperin records called for by my requests and not yet given to me.jhey 
were able to hide much more significant records and to arrange for no cress interest in 
them although they were available.) 



Life holds few certainties, save that it ends. Ia can offer you only the belief, 
given time im and I will break much loose if we can do it our way, without all the 
intrusions and misuses that are possible. An example of misuse is* the Vaganov -ecord 3 
that are in what I've received. And possible of other threats against ttabell and Con noll y. 

All tha. I'm really asking is that if I send you these things you hold off on letting 
anyone Know. You'll have them, you can make your notes on them (which may in turn also 
be helpful to us, and you'll not have to wait for access. As am matter of fact, merely 
making the copies will be a problem for Idl.and me with the amount of work we do. But I 
do want you and Howard to have copies promptly, but no otherd now. 

. Let me know if you agree to these simple terms and as soon as I get your agreement 
and nil makes copies I'll be sending them. This will probably be when I’ve completed going 
over them because I'll not be ablo to review copies as she makes them and some are for 
other purposes. She has begun the copying and I have a student who knows nothing about 
the subject who is arranging a numerical file of tham . 



3est, 




